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SEPTEMBER 2016 J  ohn’s   Saint 
ournal 

Update 
Greetings, 
September is here 

and we are launching 
into our fall schedule. 

I have been told 
there is still a concern 
among some of you re-
garding the pastor search 
process and what is hap-
pening.  Council has 
agreed to do pastor 
search differently this 
time from what has been 
done in the past.  Rather 
than appoint a search 
team and task them with 
creating a profile of St. 
John’s and establishing 
criteria fro the next set-
tled pastor, we are going 
to do much of the 
ground work together as 
a congregation.  We will 
be engaging in activities 
and conversations that 
will assist us in clarifying 
who we are as a congre-
gation, what are our core 
values, what is our mis-
sion and purpose, and 
what do we do well and 
what could we do better.  
These conversations will 
permit us to create an 

accurate picture of St. 
John’s for a potential 
candidate.  They will also 
permit us to identify 
what two or three gifts 
and talents are critically 
needed in the next set-
tled pastor to move the 
congregation in the di-
rection it has chosen for 
itself.  If you are con-
cerned about the process 
moving forward, I would 
encourage you to do 
some or all of the follow-
ing: 

Compete a congrega-
tional survey, participate 
in the Creating a Healthier 
Church Class, speak with 
any member of the In-
terim Support Team, and 
pray for wisdom and 
guidance as you move 
through the process. 

 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Bob 
 
* See Page 2 for 

Course Outline. 

Meetings... 

Worship Team 
Meeting is scheduled 
for Sept. 6 at 6:30 p.m. 

Property Team 
Meeting on Wed. Sept. 
14 from 6:00 -7:30 p.m. 

Council Sept. 21 at 
6:30 p.m. 

Mission Team 
Mtg. is scheduled for 
Sept. 19 at 6:30 p.m. 

Back to School 

St. John’s welcomes 
children and youth back 
to class on September 11 
after the Children’s Cir-
cle.  All classes meet 
weekly.  Classroom ros-
ters will be posted on 
classroom doors. 

Thank you to the 
following individuals for 
teaching this program 
year! 

Michelle Hoffner,  
Crystal Soentgen, Sue 
Garza, Kelly DeWald, 
Tarah Tiedt and Victoria 
Bradford 

Let us pray for our 
teachers and students as 
they begin their journey 
together. 

 

Welcome! 
This morn-
ing we would 
like to wel-
come John 

Tiemstra as our guest 

organist. We look for-
ward to sharing our wor-
ship service with you 
today! 
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Living Together in Love & Community  

Next Mobile  
Food Pantry 

Food Truck  

Wed. Sept. 7 
Volunteers report at 

5:30 p.m. 
 

Food Distribution  
begins at 6:00 p.m. 

Office Hours  

Tuesdays 
 

9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday, 
Thursday, 

Friday 
 

9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

Office Closed 
Sept. 9 in observance 

of Labor Day 
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Ministry  

Touches 

This month:  

1439 

Year to Date:  

14,500 

Total Since  
Inception: 
389,957 

Fall Kick Off September 11 

Week 1:  Introductions 

  Class Schedule 

Ground Rules 

Chapter 1 

 Meet the churches 

 How we will use the book 

Week 2:   Chapter 2 

   There is more than meets the eye 

   Understanding systems 

Week 3: Chapter 3 

   How anxiety functions to disrupt systems 

Week 4:  Chapter 4 

   Understanding how different forces influence our rela-

tionships in congregation 

Week 5: Chapter 5 

   The desire to be close and to be separate and how that 

changes 

Week 6: Chapter 6 

   What are the traits of strong leaders 

Week 7: Chapter 7 

   Dealing with crisis in healthy ways 

Week 8: Chapter 8 

   Four ways congregations function and finding out which 

describes us 

Week 9: Chapter 9 

   How to deal with conflict between members and groups 

Week 10: Chapter 10 

   Assessing whether a church is having problems 

Week 11: Chapter 13: 

   Becoming a positive presence in the congregation 

 

The book provides two examples of  churches responding to crisis and 

they are the foundation of  our discussions.  The class will begin with 

presentation of  the material in the book and then we will engage in what 

the material is saying to us and how we understand it and how it is appli-

cable to St. John’s.  The value of  the class will depend upon how willing 

we are to share and even more how willing  we are to listen to others 

without editing or refuting their stories. 

Creating a Healthier Church Course Outline 
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Young @ Heart 
Young @ Heart, a 

group for seniors will 
meet on Sept. 14 at the 
home of Pat Partridge, 
1622 Oakleigh Woods 
N.W.  You are welcome 
to meet at church at 
11:30 to carpool.   

“Girlfriends” 
“Girlfriends,”      a 

Women’s Bible Study,  a 
weekly bible study re-
sumes Sept. 20 at 6:30 
p.m. at St. John’s.  We  
will continue the second 
half of the book “We 
Make the Road By 
Walking” by Brian D. 
McLaren. 

Serving the City & Wider Church 

Taize Prayer  

St. Mary’s Church, 

423 First St. N.W., hosts 

“Prayer of Peace” in the 

Spirit of Taize, Sept. 12 

at 7:30 p.m. 

Prayer Circle 

This month we are 
praying for Lowell 
U.C.C. 

Prayer Needs 

Please contact the 
church office if you 
would like an individual 
placed on the prayer 
chain. 

Contact Sally at the 
church office  by calling 

Choir Begins September 8 

St. John’s Music 
Ministry begins weekly 
Thursday night rehears-
als on  September 8. 

Handbell Choir (Jr. 
High and up) practices 
6:30—7:15 p.m. 

Chancel Choir (High 

Flu Shots 
The Flu 
S h o t 
Clinic is 
scheduled 

for Sunday, September 
18 at 11:15 a.m. 

To register, please 
sign up in Fellowship 

Hall.  Medicare and 
Medicaid are accepted.  
Check your insurance for 
Benefits.  Two volun-
teers are needed to sign 
people in.  If you are in-
terested, please sign up 
in Fellowship Hall. 

School and up) practice 
7:30—8:30 p.m. 

Contact our Music 
Director, Joel Gary, if 
you have any questions. 

couraged to bring an en-
try for our “Best Dessert 
Contest.”  A sign up 
sheet is located in Fel-
lowship Hall. 

All are welcome to 
join us as we eat out-
doors and enjoy fun, fel-
lowship and games to-
gether. 

Please direct ques-
tions to Casey Berg at 
treasurer@stjohnsuccgr.org 

or see him personally. 
Hope to see you 

there! 

On Sept. 11, 
St. John’s be-
gins another 
program year. 

Join us for worship 
at 10:00 a.m. followed by 
a potluck dinner.  Pulled 
pork and drinks will be 
provided.  Plant to bring 
a dish to share and your 
own table service. Last 
names A-M are invited 
to bring a fruit or salad; 
last names N-Z are in-
vited to bring a vegetable 
or side.  Everyone is en-

Party for a Vet 

The next “Party for a 
Vet” is scheduled for 
September 13 at 1:00 
p.m. 

We are asking for 
donations to purchase 
fresh fruit for the veter-
ans.  We would like to 
serve grapes and peaches 
if possible. 

Thank you in ad-
vance for your support! 

Renucci House 

St. John’s is prepar-

ing and serving dinner at 

Renucci House on Sep-

tember 12 at 6:00 p.m. 

Volunteers report at 5:00 

p.m. 
Sew & Sews will 

meet on September 7 
and 21st at 9:30 a.m. at 
St. John’s. 

Bring a sack lunch 
and come join the fun! 

Sew & Sews 

2nd Sat. Potluck 

The 2nd Saturday 
Potluck resumes on Sep-
tember 10 at 5:30 p.m. at 
the home of Barb and 
Bernie Huitema, 3840 
Cheyenne, Grandville. 
We will continue to 
study the book “The 
Call, the Life and Mes-
sage of the Apostle 
Paul” by Adam Hamil-
ton. 

616-453-2497 or by 
emailing the church of-
fice at: 
office@stjohnsuccgr.org 

Fall Kick Off September 11 


