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Twenty-fifth  Sunday of Ordinary Time—September 18, 2016 

Centering Ourselves     Improvisation On Today's Hymns - Joel Gary 

Welcome and News of Our Life Together 

Pastor will welcome worshippers  

Passing the peace  

Congregation is invited as they are willing and able to greet each other with the peace of Christ. 

Singing Together     “ The God of Abraham Praise” #24 

Call to Worship:  

L: Fear not, O children of Abram and Sarai, for I am your strength and shield. 

C: The armor that deflects hatred in the crusade for peace; 

L: The coat that combats cold with the cloth of compassion; 

C: The arm that screens the sun in the desire for relief; 

L: The shoulder that braves the wind in the search for hope; 

C: The eye that keeps vigil in the war against indifference; 

L: The home that shelters the heat in the wilderness of grief; 

C: The candle that gladdens the night with the promise of presence; 

L: The song that unites the singers in the struggle for freedom; 

C: The chalk that draws the line in the moment of decision; 

L: The window that reveals deceit in the glass of truth; 

C: The hand that pricks pride with the needle of humility; 

L: The balm that heals injury in the name of mercy; 

C: The faith that dares to question the certainty of belief; 

L: Fear not, O children of Abram and Sarai: 

All: For God our God is our strength and shield. 

 

 

Hymn    “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” #403 

Morning Text:  Genesis 15:1-6 
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After these things the word of God came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your 

shield; your reward shall be very great.” 

But Abram said, “O God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is 

Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my 

house is to be my heir.” But the word of God came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but 

your very own issue shall be your heir.” He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven and 

count the stars, if you are able to count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And 

he believed God; and God reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

Children’s Circle  

Sermon:  Your reward will be great.   

Singing together      “God of Abraham and Sarah” #20 

 

Praying together: 

Pastoral Invitation: Let us quiet our minds and open our souls so that we might hear God speaking to us and we 

might share what is in our hearts and minds with God who is more wiling to hear us than we are to speak. 

A time of silence followed by 

Pastor:  We know you have heard us God……. 

We pray that we have heard you. 

Let us pray together the prayer Jesus taught the disciples using the words most comfortable each of us. 

 

All:  Our Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come.  3 Give us each day our daily bread. 

4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. 

And lead us not into temptation for yours is the dominion, power, and glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

Honoring Our Covenants: 

Leader:    Great is our reward.  We have been blessed in so many ways and we have been blessed to be a blessing.  

God’s blessings are like water, when it is flowing it is best and, when it is blocked and hoarded, it becomes 

stagnant.  It is in sharing our blessings that they increase and the world becomes more blessed. 

The morning offering will now be received. 

Ushers will come forward to receive the offering 

Offertory:     “Chant de Paix (Song of Peace) Jean Langlais 

Ushers will bring the offering plates forward during the singing fo the doxology 

Bringing forward our gifts:  Old Hundredth tune 

Praise God, the love we all share; Praise God, the beauty everywhere; 

Praise God, the hope of good to be; Praise God, the truth that makes us free.     

 

Prayer 
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Singing together:       “God, Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens” # 

556 

Benediction:  

O God, unless you are the stronghold of our life, our worship is in vain.  So lay your hand upon our 

hands and your spirit upon our spirits; let your vision be our vision, your work our work, and your 

blessings our blessings.  Amen.  

Postlude:   “Processinal” William Mathias 


