
THE SERVICE FOR THE FIRST DAY 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

November 11, 2018 
A Service of the Word 

 

 
"Lay hold of something that will help you, 

and then use it to help somebody else." 
— Booker T. Washington, 20th century 

 
 

PRELUDE 
“Improvisation on Today's Hymns”      Joel Gary 
 
Worshipers are welcomed into community. 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
THE PEACE Pastor 
Pastor: May the peace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with signs and words of peace. 
 
STEWARDSHIP VIDEO 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit. 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Liturgist 
Liturgist:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 

People:   And also with you. 
Liturgist: Rejoice, for our hope is in God, 
  who has made all things! 
People: God is faithful forever! 
Liturgist: God gives justice to those who are oppressed 

and provides food for those who are hungry. 
People: God sets free those held in bondage 

and opens the eyes of those who are blind. 
Liturgist: God lifts up those who have stumbled and fallen. 
People: God watches over those who are immigrants 

and upholds those orphaned and widowed. 
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Liturgist: People of God, sing praise to the One who is our help 
People: for God is faithful forever! 
 
SONG OF GATHERING 
“For the Healing of the Nations”       NCH 576 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 

Pastor: God of fierce justice, 
you close the mouth 
of those who devour those who are poor 
while hiding behind their prayer: 
humbled by the giving 
of those who have so little, 
let us live 
from your abundance; 
through Jesus Christ, 
who is your judgement 
and your mercy 
through the power of your Holy Spirit. 

ALL:    Amen.  
 
Liturgist invites the congregation to be seated. 
 
FIRST READING  Read by Liturgist    1 Kings 17.8-16 
Liturgist: A reading from the book of First Kings: 
 

Then the word of God came to Elijah, 
saying, 
"Go now to Zarephath, 
which belongs to Sidon, 
and live there; 
for I have commanded a widow there to feed you." 
So Elijah set out and went to Zarephath. 
When he came to the gate of the town, 
a widow was there gathering sticks; 
he called to her and said, 
"Bring me a little water in a vessel, 
so that I may drink." 
As she was going to bring it, 
he called to her and said, 
"Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand." 
She said, 
"As the Eternal One your God lives, 



3 

 

I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of meal in a jar, 
and a little oil in a jug; 
I am now gathering a couple of sticks, 
so that I may go home 
and prepare it for myself and my son, 
that we may eat it, 
and die." 
Elijah said to her, 
"Do not be afraid; 
go and do as you have said; 
but first make me a little cake of it 
and bring it to me, 
and afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 
For thus says the Eternal One, the God of Israel: 
The jar of meal will not be emptied 
and the jug of oil will not fail 
until the day that God sends rain on the earth." 
She went and did as Elijah said, 
so that she as well as Elijah 
and her whole household ate for many days. 
The jar of meal was not emptied, 
neither did the jug of oil fail, 
according to the word of God given through Elijah. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:  Thanks be to God. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM  Read by Liturgist    based on Psalm 146 
Liturgist: Alleluia!  Praise God! 
  Praise God with everything you have 

and everything you are! 
People: As long as we live, we will praise God! 
Liturgist: Do not place your trust in the rulers of the earth 
  nor any human being, 
  for they are helpless. 
People: When they die, their bodies decay 
  and their thoughts dissolve. 
Liturgist: Rejoice that your help comes from the Eternal One, 
  whose very presence brings healing and hope. 
People: God is faithful forever! 
Liturgist: The Eternal One has made the universe 
  and everything that dwells within it. 
People: God gives justice to those who are oppressed 
  and provides food for those who are hungry. 
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Liturgist: God sets free those held in prison 
  and opens the eyes of those who are blind. 
People: God lifts up those who have stumbled and fallen. 
Liturgist: God loves those who pursue justice 
  and care for those who are in need. 
People: God watches over those who are immigrants 
  and protects those who are orphaned 
  and comforts those who are widowed. 
Liturgist: God frustrates the way of those who do evil 
  and stands against all hatred and violence. 
People: The Eternal One will reign forever, 
  throughout all generations! 
 
 
SECOND READING Read by Liturgist     Hebrews 9.24-28 
Liturgist: A reading from Hebrews: 
 

Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, 
a mere copy of the true one, 
but the risen Christ entered into heaven itself, 
now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. 
It was not to offer a sacrifice again and again, 
as the high priest enters the Holy Place year after year 
with the blood of animals; 
for then Christ would have had to suffer again and again 
since the very foundation of the world. 
As it is, Christ has appeared once for all 
at the end of the age 
to remove sin by the sacrifice of self. 
Just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, 
and after that the judgement, 
so Christ, 
having surrendered life once and for all 
because of the sin of the world, 
will appear a second time, 
not to deal with sin, 
but to save those who are eagerly waiting in hope. 

 

These are holy words. 
This is holy wisdom. 

ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR ANTHEM 
“Prelude from Te Deum”   Marc-Antoine Charpentier/Arr. Michael Coe 
 
GOSPEL READING  Read by Pastor    Mark 12.38-44 
Pastor: A reading from the Gospel according to Mark: 
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As Jesus was teaching, he said, 
"Beware of the scribes, 
who like to walk around in long robes, 
and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 
and to have the best seats in the synagogues 
and places of honor at banquets! 
They devour widows' houses 
and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. 
They will receive the greater condemnation." 
 

Jesus sat down opposite the treasury, 
and watched the crowd putting money into the treasury. 
Many who were rich put in large sums. 
A widow who was very poor came 
and put in two small copper coins, 
which are worth a penny. 
Jesus called the disciples and said to them, 
"Truly I tell you, 
this poor widow has put in more 
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 
They have contributed out of their abundance; 
but she has given out of her poverty 
and has put in everything she had, 
all that she had to live." 
 

This is the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ALL:    Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S CIRCLE 
 
SERMON 
“Giving Our All”      The Rev. Wes Jamison, OCC 
 
The Liturgist invites the congregation to rise in body or spirit and sing the next hymn. 
 
SONG OF RESPONSE 
“Let Justice Flow Like Streams”       NCH 588 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE          Pastor 
Pastor: Remembering the world that God so loves, 

we pray to the Maker of heaven and earth, saying: 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the church . . . 
Let us become your holy sanctuary— 
not a building made by human hands, 
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but the body of Christ in this world. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: We pray for the world . . . 
Keep watch over our cities and towns; 
help forests and farmlands to flourish; 
restore the beauty of the earth you have made. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: We pray for this community . . . 
Teach us Christ-like generosity and service; 
receive the gifts of the poor and lowly 
and humble the hearts of the mighty and proud. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: We pray for loved ones . . . 
Surround and support all those we love, 
particularly those who are elderly 
and those who are expecting children. 
Let your will be done, 

ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: We pray for all who have died 
  and all who mourn their deaths, 
  especially those whose have served their countries, 
  and given their lives for the causes of justice and peace. 
  Help us to remember them, 
  to honor their sacrifices, 
  and to work for a world free of violence and war. 

Let your will be done, 
ALL:  on earth as in heaven. 
 

Pastor: Sovereign God, 
keep us watching and working 
for the promise of your heavenly realm, 
until all the earth rejoices at your coming in glory; 
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of life, 
by the power of Holy Spirit. 
 

ALL:  Amen. 
 
MOMENT FOR STEWARDSHIP 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING              Pastor 
Pastor: Filled with the joy of the Holy Spirit, 

let us offer what we have 
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no matter how great or how small, 
as we present the offerings of our life and labor to God 
for the work of Christ’s church. 

 
Ushers will come forward to receive the offering. 
 
THE OFFERING OF OUR LIFE AND LABOR 
 
OFFERTORY 
“Lied”           Louis Vierne 
 
SONG OF PRAISE     “A New Doxology”   OLD HUNDREDTH 

All creatures lift your praises high! 
Praise God in earth and sea and sky; 

In one great chorus, all your days 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit praise. 

Amen. 
Words:  Paula Meador Testerman, 2017 

Music:  Louis Bourgeois, 1551 
Used by permission 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Pastor: God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Eternal One, our God. 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
we give you thanks 
for the beauty and diversity of your good creation, 
for your faithful care of all that you have made, 
and most especially for your love in Jesus Christ, 
who teaches us 
that all of us have something to offer, 
no matter how great or small. 
In gratitude for all your many blessings, 
we offer you these gifts 
and with them our very lives 
for the work of your holy church. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit upon us 
and upon all that we offer 
that we may continue the healing work of Jesus. 

ALL:   Amen. 
 
THE PRAYER OF OUR SAVIOR 
Pastor: With strength from God, our mother, 

in this broken and fearful world 
we dare to pray in hope 
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as Jesus taught us: 
 

ALL:  Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
CHARGE                 Liturgist 
Liturgist:  Go out into the world with courage 

and share God’s love with all. 
Trust in God’s provision 
and give generously of all you have 
to the work of justice and peace. 

People:   We go in peace to love and serve God 
in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 
SONG OF PARTING 
“God of the Ages”        NCH 592 
 
BLESSING       Pastor 
Pastor: Go with the blessing of God: 

the One who created you, 
the One who redeems you, 
and the One who will always sustain you. 

ALL:    Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE 
“Sketch in F Minor”       Robert Schumann 


